Florida’s Vision Quest re-branding complete, seeking new funding sources

Orange City, FL – December 2 – Florida’s Vision Quest (FVQ), a not-for-profit entity that provides children from low-income and uninsured families across the state with free eye exams and eyeglasses, recently underwent a complete re-branding project.  Along with a new logo and promotional materials, FVQ redesigned its website, employing a streamlined, more user-friendly design.  The new site (http
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HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flvq.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEOR9iL_Kf_ba8mHg63qTOrr-YoiA"org), which is now live, is the centerpiece of the re-branding project that was designed as a means to increase visibility in the corporate world and to help reach new funding sources.  Amongst the new features of the site is the testimonials section, in which numerous grateful students recount how FVQ changed their lives for the better.
It is estimated that one out of every four children is born with poor vision, a daunting statistic considering that greater than 80% of learning from birth to age twelve is visual.  The problem is compounded in lower income areas, as children with poor vision often go undiagnosed, leading to unfortunate and unnecessary struggles in the classroom. Over the past decade, FVQ has helped to provide over 140,000 of these children from low-income families with clear vision, one of life’s most basic necessities.  

In 2008-2009 alone, FVQ received 16,259 referrals, provided 6,522 free eye exams, and dispensed 9,105 pairs of eyeglasses.  Studies have shown that, in schools within the FVQ service areas, absenteeism and crime rates are down, and graduation rates are up.  In Orange County elementary schools alone, reading scores have improved an impressive 53%.  

Though the need for the FVQ program is clear, as is their successful track record, the charity faces an unprecedented financial struggle.  In July 2010, the State of Florida cut funding to the FVQ program, reducing their service area to just 12 counties.  As a result, FVQ has been forced to turn away referrals throughout the state, a problem that is compounded by the growing number of families who are either uninsured or in need of assistance during these tough financial times. 

Despite these recent funding cuts, FVQ is determined to persevere through the economic downturn, helping as many needful children as possible along the way.  It is this survivor spirit that was the impetus to the re-branding and community awareness project.  These efforts alone, however, will not be enough to sustain the needs of all of Florida’s underprivileged students.  It will take the full support of generous benefactors within the community to bolster the program.

In order to service just their newly reduced, 12 county service area for the fiscal year, the FVQ program needs to raise $150,000 in capital.  As such, FVQ is seeking generous donations from individuals and entities that are supportive of the cause.  Donations of all denominations are welcomed and appreciated (not to mention, fully tax-deductible).  If you or someone you know is interested in improving the lives and scholastic success of underprivileged children within our community, please visit the FVQ website at http
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Media wishing to schedule a visit to the Florida Vision Quest facility are welcome to contact the organization at 386-917-1001. Newly taken high resolution images are available.

About Florida Vision Quest


Florida’s Vision Quest, founded in 1994, is a registered 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization serving more than 14,000 “at risk” children every year.  We are committed to fiscal responsibility and being a good steward of the support and resources we receive from our generous benefactors and dedicated individuals.

Contact

Cristina M. Calvet-Harrold, +1-407-832-4814 cristina@cchmarketing.com
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